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Introduction

The Philippines is an archipelago di-
vided by cultural and religious affilia-
tions. This has created discrimination,
disenfranchisement, poverty  and
armed conflict. The key to breaking
cycles of violence is in proper educa-
tion, including trauma counseling for
the youth. Asia America Initiative (AAI)
has been implementing peace and
development programs in conflict areas
of Mindanao since 2002. In the proc-
ess, we have developed a knowledge
of local needs for rule of law and good
governance. We have learned that
these debilitating cycles can be ad-
dressed and resolved peacefully.

According to Rufa Cagoco-Guiam, Re-
search and Development Director of

Mi ndanao State University, fiThe major -
ity of the Filipino population [is] basically Christian s
minority populations |like the Muslims. o AAI recognizes th

one another because of lack of cultural awareness and understanding. We are dedicated to overcoming these
obstacles to build peace.

Mindanao is known to many as a war zone and a land consumed by chaos. Muslims in Mindanao are generally
portrayed as terrorists and Islam as a religion of violence. There is a need to educate people on the realities
that permeate the region and shape
the Islamic faith. A cohesive nation
requires a change in the mindset of
the people. We should focus on real-
istic attributes of Mindanao, its culture
and its people. This will entail more
understanding and openness from
both Christians and Muslims. We are
conducting a variety of events and
inter-cultural exchanges to promote
constructive relationships in  Min-
danao, and to improve relations be-
tween Christians and Muslims, par-
ticularly with the youth, who are the
future of all nations.

It is the aim of this project to promote
diversity and create a cultural bridge.
We emphasize a positive perspective
t o ABuil d a Culture of




Project Description

Lakbay Kapayapaan
(Ajourney t ds ap
multi-sectoral peace building
program of AAIl that seeks to
raise awareness about the
situation in Mindanao. Our
training progr a
caravans, 0 seek
justice and democracy through
mutual understanding of Chris-
tianity and Islam. We promote
an objective and non-
discriminatory perspective.
Mindanao has always been
portrayed in an exclusively
fearful light, with emphasis on
bombings, terrorism and war.
We believe it is time to create a
paradigm and an attitude of inter-communal equality.

AAI will bring together Muslim
and Christian students from
different neighborhoods, Vvil-
lages and schools with the
goal that their ability to share
personal or group experi-
ences will allow them to be-
come effective and compas-
sionate leaders to heal and
unite the nation. Speakers
and leaders from both com-
munities will be invited to lead
insightful and productive dis-
cussions. We believe that if
community members cultivate
a greater respect for one an-
other at an early age, they will
not harbor prejudices later in
life.

Specific Objectives:

To serve as a venue for learning democratic ideals, cultural equality and appreciation in the
youth sector, and eventually in other sectors of the society i including, corporations, multi-
media and government.

To strengthen partnerships with organizations towards advocating for peace.

To inform communities on how they can contribute to peace in their own spheres of influence.

To change the mindset of the youth by disseminating positive information about Mindanao
and the Islamic faith.

To empower the different sectors, especially the youth, to become peace advocates.



